Students need guidance at all levels of study and ESL is not an exception. Therefore, ESL students may seek help of their teachers in selecting appropriate reading strategies according to their potential and nature of the textual materials. Hence, the instruction in selecting reading strategies becomes pivotal to enhance the level of comprehension amongst ESL students (Aarnoutse& Schellings, 2003; Dole, 2000; Pressley, Wharton-McDonald, Hampston, &Echevarria, 1998; Almasi, 1996; Alvermann, 2006; Duke & Pearson, 2002; Fuchs & Fuchs, 2000) . Cazden (1986) viewed the traditional way of instruction in an ESL classroom to be insufficient to develop better understanding of the text. Nonetheless, the self-regulated students play an active role in recognizing and overcoming the complications of understanding the meanings of the texts (Almasi, 1996; Gourgey, 2001 ).
Owing to this, the studies conducted by Klingner& Vaughn (1996); Mastropieri, Scruggs, &Graetz (2003); and Palincsar& Brown (1984) related such active behavior of students with opportunities of and participation in group discussion on and/ or about textual materials. According to Palincsar, David, Winn, & Stevens (1991) , the considerate discussions lead students towards constructive activities to become capable of refining reading strategies. The student-centered discussion in the classroom helps them to enhance their ability of understanding the text (Alvermann, 2000) maximally.
It is evident from the above discussion that, a lot of studies have been conducted on ESL, but which of the strategies are useful for students, when they read the text on their own and how they select these need to be explored. Also one may raise the question as which of the reading strategies students use for preparing and getting through the examination. Therefore, the present study investigated into the traditional way of using explicit reading strategies by the Undergraduate and Postgraduate students, during reading books and supporting materials for examination and general purposes. This endeavor is an effort of exploring the strategies and techniques used by the ESL undergraduate and postgraduate students of Universiti Sains Malaysia.
Conceptual Framework
The conceptual framework of this study was based on the concept that the students have too much awareness to use the reading strategies. Most of the students read the text simply without applying any type of the useful strategy. 
Objectives of the Study
The major objective of the present study was to identify the strategies used by the University level students in academic English reading comprehension, when they read books and supporting materials for examination and general purposes.
Research Methodology

Research Question
The study focused on the main question, "What types of strategies are used by the TESOL Undergraduate and Po s t g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s i n a c a d e m i c r e a d i n g comprehension?"
Population and Sampling
The participants for this study were taken from UniversitiSains Postgraduate students (20 male and 20 female) were selected randomly.
Instruments of the Study
A questionnaire designed by Mokhtari and Reichard (2002) was partially adapted to collect the data. The questionnaire has twenty-three items on a five-point Likert scale, ranging from 1 (strongly agree) to 5 (strongly disagree) to identify different strategies used by the Undergraduate and Postgraduate students in academic English reading comprehension.
Data Collection
The questionnaire was administered personally to the students of Universiti Sains Malaysia. The return rate was 100 per cent. 
Data Analysis
Results of the Study
The consolidated results of the study with reference to Table   1 are presented in the following section · Majority (65%) of the students strongly agreed, that they had a purpose in mind when they read English comprehension. The average response of the nd respondents 1.60 was closer to 'agree' (2 option), which showed that students 'agreed' with this statement (Q-1).
· More than half (58.75%) of the students strongly agreed that they took notes, while reading English for better understanding. The average response of the nd respondents is 1.67 which was closer to 'agreed' (2 option), and which denoted that the respondents 'agreed' upon taking notes while reading English (Q-2). 
Discussion and Conclusion
The study reveals that, majority of the respondents used different strategies for reading comprehension. Previous researches (Afflerbach, Pearson, & Paris, 2008; Mokhtari & Reichard, 2002; Taberski, 2000; Tierney & Readence, 2000) supported the findings of this study that students preferred reading strategies like having a purpose in mind and taking 
